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Dear readers,

As the sweltering heat recedes and a cooling,

pleasant breeze ushers in the vibrant colors of autumn,
we can truly sense the arrival of fall.

T hope you enjoyed quality time with family and loved ones
during the Chuseok holiday. With the change of seasons,

the Korea Immigration Service (KIS) has a bounty of updates
to share, as plentiful as the harvest moon.

On August 12, the KIS held a nationality conferment
ceremony for the descendants of Korean independence

activists in commemoration of the 79th Liberation Day.

We were deeply moved to welcome the descendants of
independence activists as new citizens of the Republic of Korea,
honoring the noble sacrifices and dedication of their forebears.

The following day, August 13, we held a meeting with the vice
heads of local governments to discuss the facilitation of region—
based immigration policies. In the meeting, the participants
exchanged diverse views on developing immigration policies
tailored to the unique characteristics and needs of each region,
strengthening cooperation between central and local governments.

As the lead agency for immigration policy, we will maintain close
communication with local governments to ensure they can secure
necessary foreign workers and implement policies that help them
become contributors to the growth of local communities.

In anticipation of increased travel during the holiday season,
we reassessed potential inconveniences for both Korean and
foreign passengers using immigration systems in airports.

To minimize their inconveniences, we visited the Incheon
International Airport to promote a range of immigration
procedures available to travelers, including Smart Entry System
(SES), the automated immigration clearance system.

We will continue to improve our services by collecting

diverse feedback and addressing any issues to provide

even more convenient immigration services.

As 2024 draws to a close, we remain committed to implementing
immigration policies that make a perceivable difference in the
lives of Korean nationals and foreign residents. Lastly, given the
significant temperature fluctuations, please take care of your
health. T wish you and your families peace and happiness.

We sincerely appreciate the continued support of our readers.

Commissioner

KorealmmigrationService Sa n — u Ba e
Ministryof Justice
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A British Young Man's Journey: From Aspiring
Artist to Member of the National Rock Band, YB

Would you give our readers a brief introduction of yourself?

| grew up in a place called Preston in the North of England.
I'm a guitarist in the Korean rock band, YB. My first visit to
Korea was for one year in 2002 during the World Cup. After
that, | came back to visit often, and finally ended up living here
from 2010.

What would you say triggered a chain of events that brought
you to Korea? Also, what was your first impression of Korea
like?

Back in 2002 | was living as an artist, and also training
and teaching Taekwondo. | wanted to have an experience
living outside the UK, and naturally was curious about Korea
because of Taekwondo. So one day | suddenly decided to live
for a year in Korea. When | arrived, | had never even seen a
photo of the streets of Seoul, so everything was completely
new to me. | felt people were kind, and very social, and also
was overwhelmed at how endlessly large Seoul city is.

When did you join YB? What was your life like in Korea
before you joined the band?"

Just before | joined YB, | was painting and teaching art, and
visiting Korea occasionally. During my visits, | connected with
musicians and old friends, and eventually made a friendship
with the band, including coming up on stage for a couple of
songs for fun. After doing that many times, it naturally led
to me joining the band and moving to Korea to live. I've been
playing with the band for over 15 years now.

You've also worked as an art teacher and English teacher.
What was your major or specialty? How did you get into band
activities and the music scene at large?

| studied Fine Art in university in England, in the UK there
are no ‘majors’, we just specialize in the subject purely, so
for me it was painting, including photo-realism and other
concepts. As | had been teaching Taekwondo for years, it was
a small jump to teaching English in Korea for a year. After
that, | came back to the UK and obtained a Post Graduate
Certificate in Education, and began teaching art. Meanwhile,
since the age of 15, | was playing guitar every day for fun, and
used to love jamming with friends. During 2002, when | was
living in Korea, | thought about quitting guitar to focus on art
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and Taekwondo more, but then | fractured my foot badly. In the
end | played more guitar and got involved in the band scene in
Hongdae, meeting other players and having fun at gigs.

What challenges and inconvenience have you faced while
living in Korea? Have the Korean food and culture suited you
well enough?

The food has mainly been good for me here, but it took a
while to adjust to it. | think a lot of people fear trying new foods
in the UK, so the visual difference makes it sometimes hard
to just dive in for some people. | don't eat seafood so that can
be problematic in choosing a restaurant or menu sometimes.
| think since | have lived here for around 15 years, | have
somehow adopted the culture to the point where | have to
‘adjust’ to the UK when | go back home for a visit! | think | got
used to many things here, and of course friendships transcend
culture.

Please share some of your most rewarding and/or enjoyable
memories in Korea.

Of course most of my best memories are with the band,
from playing concerts in remote beautiful temple settings, to
stadiums and Hongdae clubs. Having all those experiences
with the band there made them entirely complete. Sharing the
hardships and successes, and enjoying the stage can't happen
without the support and help of each member. It's important
to mention the fans too, who have been with us in all the
stages of our career. They are the ones who make the whole
experience a reward. Also being able to contribute something
by doing our best for peace, by playing in North Korea, actually
gave me a new perspective on living in Seoul and seeing
another side of Korean culture, and appreciating my life here.

What were some of your difficulties in getting used to the
changes?

Every country has cultural 'systems’ of doing things, you
can't possibly know how that works until you've experienced it
more than a few times. So quite often | just needed someone
to explain what was happening and when, so that | could kind
of adjust my expectations of what | have to do. Literally from
how meals are cooked in restaurants to working in the music

industry.



Scott Hellowell Ryan, a British musician, found his place in the heart of Korean rock as a guitarist for the YB band,
joining them in 2011 with the release of their mini album “Blue Whale”. We covered his interesting life journey,
tracing his path from a young man with dreams of becoming an artist to his eventual settlement in Korea.

Stay tuned to discover how living in Korea has shaped his career as a guitarist and influenced his attitude towards life.

How would you summarize your life in Korea so far in one
short phrase?

A rollercoaster of being hectic, busy, and nuts, to pure fun,
enjoyment and some of the best times in my life.

Please tell us about one of the most memorable events or
slice of life you've had while living in Korea.

A personal experience I'll never forget, is during the
pandemic, when the streets were completely abandoned at
night; | used to ride BMX all over the city for hours, and could
experience things I'll never see again now that the city is back
to full hyper-busy capacity on the roads. Like riding through
Gwanghwamun main road, without a single car driving there,
being able to ride through empty streets and look up at
buildings and see Seoul in a completely different way. I'll never
ever forget that experience of Seoul.

What do you think are the biggest differences between Korea
and the UK based on your personal experience?

The way people perceive work is different, and of course
personal space since people live more closely packed in
Seoul. It's a weird thing, but | don't compare them too much,
since some things are obviously going to be different. | think
for me the main attraction to living in Seoul has been how
people overcome differences and eventually realize they're
all human, and have the same needs, desires and necessity
to communicate and listen to each other. | think it's more
interesting to see when something inspires a person, and they
expand their life experience by spending time together. Most of
the time, with friends in Korea, we end up laughing about how
we feel the exact same about things, despite our completely
different upbringings.

What kind of music would you like to make? How do you want
people to feel about your music?

| think my natural way to make music is indie, in a kind
of post punk ethos, but thanks to the band, I've managed to
experience playing more styles and genres. I'm not a very
technical guitarist so I've always leaned more into the idea
of being very direct and simple, and expressive. At least
in that framework, | think it's more possible for people to
directly access the emotion, point and feeling. Ultimately your

music should eventually become the soundtrack to other
people’s lives, so they will take it and have their own original
experiences and memories with it. In terms of personal music
that | sometimes like to make, it's a kind of mix or classic
Electro and Disco. | love the sounds of vintage drum machines
and synths from the 70's and 80's a lot.

What are some of the things you'd like to do in coming years,
and what goals do you have in mind?

| always have a plan to do some art and make an exhibition
here! Since the band have been so busy over the years, it's
been difficult to do everything, but these days | did actually
start painting again. I'd love to produce more art and maybe
some electronic music in the coming years.

Would you like to say a word to those who have been kind to
you during your life in Korea?

Firstly I'd like to thank every member of YB and also our
company, who are all lovely people. They have supported me
through the hard times and good times, so | owe them a great
debt of thanks. Also, nothing would be possible without the
support of YB's fans, they're dedicated, kind and amazing, and
all-important in this ecosystem; we are nothing without them.
In other areas of my life, there have been both Korean and
international people who have helped me living in Seoul, too
many to mention, but it would be nice to say thanks to them
too.

Lastly, with the Korean Wave fever, Korean content is
gaining popularity in other parts of the world, and more and
more foreigners are seeking professional training in K-pop.
You have played a pioneering role for foreigners who wish to
learn K-pop professionally and engage in related activities
in Korea. Could you offer some advice to those who dream of
following a similar path?

| respect K-pop, and all the hard work that goes into it, but
it is not a genre that | really consume. My advice to people
is to be creative with your inspiration, whatever it is. And the
Korean culture has more depth and other music than big
industry K-pop. Seek that out and find new and unique things
by yourself, and with others.
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Ambassadors of Love and Hope i
Immigrant Networks: Spearheading the Spread of a Culture of Sharing . W

What is the Immigrant Network? ¥s |

Since 2007, a total of seventeen regional immigration offices across South Korea have been operating sub-networks
of immigrants, collectively known as the Immigrant Network. The Immigrant Network is primarily composed
of immigrants who have successfully integrated into Korean society. Initially formed by marriage immigrants, the
Immigrant Network, organized as a self-help group, expanded its membership in 2013 to include international
students, foreign workers, and other immigrants. Its mission is to support immigrants in becoming valued members

of Korean society, thus contributing to social integration.

~

-
Activities of the Immigrant Network

¢ Volunteer as interpreters and guides in immigration office reception areas and immigrant community centers
nationwide

e Provide mentoring, including residency support, life guidance, and grievance counseling for vulnerable groups
such as marriage immigrants and foreign-born immigrant children

e Participate in community service at nursing homes, disability welfare facilities, and other charitable b
organizations

¢ Promote active community engagement through exploration of Korean culture and history

Pl |

Incheon Immigration Office Immigrant Network Ulsan Immigration Office Immigrant Network
‘World Food Culture Experience’

‘Environmental Art Exhibition’

To commemorate the 17th Together Day, the The network in Ulsan organized an art exhibition
network in Incheon operated international food titled "Earth’s Tears Drawn with Colored Pencils” to
stalls introducing cuisines from Thailand, Vietnam, raise awareness of the protection of animals, plants

Uzbekistan, and other countries to local residents. and the environment. This event fostered cultural

exchange and mutual understanding between local
residents and immigrants.
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ﬁ Place +

Lf Smoother Immigration
Procedures

Here are some tips for enjoying smoother,

e more convenient immigration
procedures being implemented

by the Ministry of Justice

M Marriage migrants(F-6 visa holders) and their accompanying family members
@ Overseas Koreans

® Permanent residents(F-5 visa holders)

Smart Entry Service(SES)

The SES is an automated immigration clearance system provided by the Ministry of Justice,

which uses passengers’ passports and biometric data for processing both entry and departure.

02

01

Prior Registration Procedures

Eligible Individuals & Required Documents

@ (Korean National) Those aged 17 and older who hold @ Applicants aged 14 and older
a national ID card (Prior registration is not required.) -Visit an ‘'SES Enrollment Center’
@ (Foreign National) Those aged 17 and older . Passpor.ﬂcon?mon requirement), residence card or
who are registered or have reported domestic domestic residence card
residence(Prior registration is not required.) @ Applicants aged 7 and under 14
* Prior registration is required for those between 7 and 16. - Required to be accompanied by a legal guardian
- [Korean National] Detailed basic certificate,
% Foreign tourists aged 17 family relations certificate of the applicant issued
and older who provided within the last 3 months, legal representative’s ID
their fingerprint and facial - [Foreign National] Documents providing
image information during the relationship between the applicant and
entry inspection are eligible $2§§ the legal representative(birth certificate, etc.),
to use SES upon departure. S legal representative's ID
. J . /
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Seoul Immigration Office, Ministry of Justice
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11th Walk Together Festival
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Walking

Counseling Medical
examination
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Website for applying in advance

2024.10.20.® 09:00~13:00
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Yangcheon Park next to

Seoul Immigration Office,
Anyangcheon (Anyang streams)
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Food tasting

Performances
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Participants Local and foreign residents
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Programs Celebratory performances, Walk, Medical examination services, Government-sponsored

counseling services, International food booths, Prize drawing etc.
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